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[bookmark: _Hlk55024259][bookmark: _Hlk63359916]1.0: Introduction
     The theme of mercy can be put into action by focusing on any of the seven works of mercy: to feed the hungry, to give water to the thirsty, to clothe the naked, to shelter the homeless, to visit the sick, to visit the imprisoned, or ransom the captive and to bury the dead. Resources are provided below for the first four. As William McEwen writes, “Mercy is a disposition to feel the miseries of others; and to do what lies in our power to prevent and redress them.” Likewise, J.D. DeMatteis writes, “Mercy listens—really listens, with interest and concern—then smiles, and reaches out her hand.”
     There are not observances of mercy, although Pope Francis declared a Jubilee of Mercy from December 8, 2015 to November 20, 2016, as an Extraordinary Jubilee. You can read some reflections on experiences of mercy from that observance at Stories from the Year of Mercy at http://faith.nd.edu/s/1210/faith/interior.aspx?pgid=28560&gid=609&cid=57094

2.0: Observances
None Identified

3.0: Resources for Works of Mercy
3.1: To feed the hungry
3.1.1: Feeding America
“Feeding America, formerly America's Second Harvest, is the nation's leading domestic hunger-relief charity. Our mission is to feed America's hungry through a nationwide network of member food banks and engage our country in the fight to end hunger. Each year, the Feeding America network provides food assistance to more than 25 million low-income people facing hunger in the United States, including more than nine million children and nearly three million seniors. Our network of more than 200 food banks serves all 50 states, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico. The Feeding America network secures and distributes more than two billion pounds of donated food and grocery products annually.”
Website: http://www.feedingamerica.org
3.1.2: United States Food Insecurity Map 2020
Food insecurity exists in every county and congressional district in the United States. This compares the food insecurity percentage in 2018 with that in 2020. 
Link: https://www.feedingamericaaction.org/the-impact-of-coronavirus-on-food-insecurity/
3.1.3: No Kid Hungry (Share Our Strength)
No child should grow up hungry in America, but one in six children struggles with hunger. Share Our Strength’s No Kid Hungry campaign is working to end child hunger in America by ensuring all children get the healthy food they need, every day.
Website: https://www.nokidhungry.org
3.1.3.1: The Impact of the Coronavirus on Child Food Insecurity
Feeding America released an analysis projecting what hunger and food insecurity will look like for kids in the wake of the coronavirus.
Link: https://www.feedingamerica.org/sites/default/files/2020-04/Brief_Impact%20of%20Covid%20on%20Child%20Food%20Insecurity%204.22.20.pdf
3.1.4: Food Banks Canada
“Food Banks Canada is a national charitable organization dedicated to helping Canadians living with food insecurity. We support a network of [650] Provincial Associations, affiliate food banks, and food agencies that work at the community level to relieve hunger. Our work is focused on maximizing collective impact, strengthening local capacity, and reducing the need for food banks.”
Website: https://www.foodbankscanada.ca/
3.1.5: Community Food Centres Canada
An organization of 13 Community Food Centres and over 100 Good Food Organizations across Canada.
Website: https://cfccanada.ca/en/Home
3.1.5.1: Beyond Hunger: The Hidden Impacts of Food Insecurity in Canada 
Report regarding food insecurity in Canada that has been made worse by the pandemic.
Link: https://cfccanada.ca/getmedia/57f5f963-af88-4a86-bda9-b98c21910b28/FINAL-BH-PDF-EN.aspx?_ga=2.43013857.599042464.1612452867-508868440.1612452867
3.1.6: Food Secure Canada
Food Secure Canada is a pan-Canadian alliance of organizations and individuals working together to advance food security and food sovereignty through three interlocking goals: zero hunger, healthy and safe food, and sustainable food systems
Link: https://foodsecurecanada.org/ 
3.1.7: Daily Bread Food Bank serving Toronto
Hunger Lives Here: Risks and Challenges Faced by Food Bank Clients During COVID-19 (36 Pages) While the report focuses on Toronto, the findings of rising food insecurity during the pandemic may apply in other areas of Canada.
Link: https://www.dailybread.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/DB-COVID-Impact-Report-2020-Final-Web.pdf
3.1.8: Sponsoring Food Drives
     Working with a local food bank, consider conducting a food drive in the community surrounding your congregation. 
     A food bank locator by Feeding America (see 3.1.1 above) is available at http://www.feedingamerica.org/find-your-local-foodbank/ for Food Banks in the United States. This community approach helps the food bank, involves people who might not otherwise make donations, and publicizes your congregation’s good works. 
     In Canada, Food Banks Canada (see 3.1.4 above) connects 650 affiliated food banks in Canada. To locate a food bank, go to https://www.foodbankscanada.ca/Find-a-Food-Bank.aspx?postalcode= 
     Using large paper bags donated by a supermarket or from the food bank, staple/tape/glue a flyer to the bag with details about the drive and distribute empty bags door-to-door. Resources about organizing a food drive include the following:
http://createthegood.org/toolkit/organize-food-drive
http://www.getreadyforflu.org/clocksstocks/getreadyfooddrivetoolkit.pdf
     It is likely that your local food bank has resources to help with the drive.
     Some congregations conduct an internal food drive every month with different suggestions as to what to donate.
3.1.9: Rural Hunger and Access to Healthy Food
Rural food deserts are a huge problem. Further food insecurity in rural areas is on a par with urban areas, or greater.
Link: https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/topics/food-and-hunger
Rural Food Access Toolkit /Module 1: Introduction to Healthy Food Access introduces some of the unique challenges rural communities face regarding food access and provides important background information necessary to improve these conditions. See all three components of Module 1. Link: https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/toolkits/food-access 
3.1.10: Meals on Wheels
     Meals on Wheels operates in virtually every community in America through a network of more than 5,000 independently-run local programs. While the diversity of each program's services and operations may vary based on the needs and resources of their communities, they are all committed to supporting their senior neighbors to live healthier and more nourished lives in their own homes.
    You can find a program locator map at the website at the search box labeled Find Meals or Find Your Local Program.
Website: http://www.mealsonwheelsamerica.org/
Videos about Meals on Wheels:
1. http://www.cnn.com/videos/tv/2017/03/17/meals-on-wheels-christa-patton-the-messy-truth-van-jones-sot.cnn (1:14)
2. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tzqGb3SPHHA (3:48)

3.2: To give water to the thirsty
3.2.1: America’s Clean Water Crisis Goes Far Beyond Flint. There’s No Relief in Sight by Justin Worland
More than 30 million Americans lived in areas where water systems violated safety rules at the beginning of 2019.
Link: https://time.com/longform/clean-water-access-united-states/#:~:text=Yet%20in%20the%20U.S.%2C%20it's,afford%20to%20keep%20water%20flowing. 
3.2.2: The Looming U.S. Water Crisis by Andreea Sterea
America is going through a water crisis, and we’re going to face even more dire times if it doesn’t begin to change soon.
Link: https://www.commondreams.org/views/2019/12/19/looming-us-water-crisis 
3.2.3: Make It Safe: Canada’s Obligation to End the First Nations Water Crisis
The water supplied to many First Nations communities on lands known as reserves is contaminated, hard to access, or at risk due to faulty treatment systems. (96 pages)
Link: https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/report_pdf/canada0616web.pdf 
3.2.4: The United Nations focus on the right to water
Link: https://www.un.org/en/sections/issues-depth/water/

3.3: To clothe the naked
3.3.1: Cradles to Crayons: Clothing Insecurity
In the United States, roughly 20 million children live at or below 200% of the federal poverty line, a level that ranges from deep poverty (50%) to low-income (200%). These families struggle to pay for rent and groceries and often can’t afford anything else. Basic items for their children—clothes that fit, shoes, a coat for cold weather—are simply not possible. Cradles to Crayons works to fill this critical yet overlooked need.
Website: https://www.cradlestocrayons.org/ 
Starting the School Year with Confidence: Cradles to Crayons Addresses Clothing Insecurity at https://better.net/chicago/philanthropy/starting-the-school-year-with-confidence-cradles-to-crayons-addresses-clothing-insecurity/ 

3.4: To shelter the homeless
3.4.1: The National Coalition for the Homeless
The National Coalition for the Homeless is a national network of people who are currently experiencing or who have experienced homelessness, activists and advocates, community-based and faith-based service providers…
Website: https://nationalhomeless.org/ 
3.4.2: Rethinking Homelessness
Rethinking Homelessness is a national initiative of impassioned people who are dedicated to advancing homelessness solutions based on data and best practices. We exist to help community leaders like you mobilize your key regional elected officials, law enforcement officers, service providers, and business leaders to lead groundbreaking homelessness initiatives that reduce homelessness on your streets and help elevate the lives of your community's most vulnerable populations.
    Website: https://www.rethinkinghomelessness.org/
The Campaign to Rethink Homelessness
     In 2013, what became Rethinking Homelessness, seeking to reveal the diversity and reality of the homeless, the Central Florida Commission on Homelessness (CFCH) worked with CT Social (social media consultants) to develop a social media campaign to invite people to rethink homelessness and mobilize business, government, and community organizations to provide housing and wrap-around services.
     The campaign was remarkably simple and remarkably effective. Two CFCH staff members, armed with handheld video cameras, a set of markers, and pieces of cardboard, offered homeless people a piece of cardboard and a marker. These Cardboard Stories became their platform to tell one small piece of their story to the community at large. 
     The following videos provide important insights into who homeless people really are.
   Cardboard Stories | Homeless in Orlando (1:23) This was the original video in the Rethink Homelessness campaign. Link to Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=THxtcWNw3QA
   Human | Rethink Homelessness Orlando (1:29) Rethink Homelessness asked their homeless neighbors to tell their story.
Link to Video:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jLbP-SpXAps
   Homelessness Through a Child’s Eyes-Aryanna’s Story (0:53) Aryanna and her family were stuck in the hotel cycle of homelessness for over 2 years. Link to Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QWO2vOpTMfg
   Rethink Homelessness Real Stories: Yanisa (1:19) Yanisa survived domestic violence and homelessness through her art. Link to Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FlCcWx7_J_8&list=PLoOrkI_luNphwRApS5ceBlP5U8kpiIKqF&index=4
   Kyle’s Story | Rethink Homelessness for our Veterans (2:30) Kyle served in Mosul, Iraq in 2007 when he was injured by an IED. Once home he became aware of how many veterans coming back from war ended up homeless. Link to Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-wIH9SCLEgE
3.4.3: Care Packages for the Homeless
Involve all ages in the congregation in creating Care Packages for the Homeless. These can be delivered to homeless shelters or distributed to people you are seeking contributions on street corners, etc. An excellent resource for guidance by Melissa French can be found at http://www.morewithlessmom.com/index.php/2015/11/18/real-deal-care-packages-for-homeless/. Consider different kinds of care Packages with different contents to be given at different times.
3.4.4: Project HELLO (Helping Everyone Locate Loved Ones) and Beyond HELLO
Kristi Blakeway is a principal from Maple Ridge, British Columbia, Canada and founder of both Project HELLO and Beyond HELLO, social projects that connect with the homeless.
   Project HELLO
Over a period of six years, her students in Project HELLO helped over 500 homeless people re-connect with family and friends through greeting cards, phone calls and face to face reunions. 
Project HELLO by Light Magazine: http://lightmagazine.ca/2016/02/project-hello/
See article and video at http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/beyond-hello-christmas-cards-downtown-eastside-1.3350183
   Beyond HELLO
Kristi Blakeway felt that her work with Project HELLO was not enough, which is why she began Beyond HELLO. She describes her reasons at https://beyondhello.org/beginning/. Her approach is to take a homeless person to lunch to make connections and learn more about them. In her own way she is helping Canada rethink homelessness. You will also find stories there like the following.
The story of Ron Wilson: https://beyondhello.org/2014/02/09/the-boxers-pardox-beyond-hello-family/
Website: https://beyondhello.org/
Beyond HELLO: Changing the Perception of Homelessness | Kristi Blakeway (11:59)
Link to Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yA9xQB547Yo
3.4.5: Homelessness 101 in Canada
This …is a starting point for those researching or wanting to learn more about homelessness, particularly in Canada. We address definitions, statistics and common myths and questions. We also look at real costs of homelessness.
Link: https://www.homelesshub.ca/about-homelessness/homelessness-101
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